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INTRODUCTION
MELPUTTUR NARAYANABHATTA

The author : His life and times

Mirdyanabhatta of MElpuI:tfl} is second only to
&ankara, the great philosopher in fame, contribution
and achievements as a writer of Kerala origin. The
name “Melputtir” stands for his family and it is
Sanskritised as ‘Uparinavagrama’ by the author
himself as also by others. The name is coined as
upari = mel (above), nava = putu (new) and grama
= {ir (village). The house was situated near Dewi
temple at Candanakkivu about two miles to the
north of the reputed temple of Vispu at Tirunavaya
on the northern bank of the river known as
Bhiratappuzha (which is referred to as Nild). His
father was Maitrdatta who was known for his
erudition in Mimamsd and allied topics. In fact he
was an authority on Bhifta Mimamsa — the system
popularised by Kumdrila Bhatta. Born in a family
of Nampitiri Brahmins, both the father and the son
were the teachers of a host of eminent disciples. At
the end of the nyiya section of the Praknyasarvasva,

1 Uller. 5. Parameswara Iyer Keralasdhityacaritram,
Trivandrum, 1962, WVol.Il, pp.350-394, Vagakkumkur
Rajarajavarma Raja, Keraliya Samskrta Sahitya Caritram,
Reprinted, Sri Sankaracharya Sanskrit University, Kalady,
1988, Vol. M, pp.1-151; Dr. K.Kunjunni Raja,
Contribution of Kerala to Sanskrit Literature, Madras,
1958, pp.119-152.
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Mirdyanabhatta has revealed his ﬁamntﬂgc and other
personal details as follows :

The name Devandriyaga mentioned in the last
line refers to a Brahmin king of Ampalappuzha who
was the patron of the poet. Rimapinivida who wrote
a commentary on MNéardyapabhatta’s Dhitukivya has
also referred to these details as follows :

SR OTTHER M T A T AT -
giToTrees ferse T g STe e JI9e. Il

The Devi temple of Candanakkdvu is referred
to by many poets. The place is known in the
Sanskritised form as Patiraviti in the Bhramara
Sandefa of WVisudeva, a contemporary of
Mardyanabhatta as follows:

Nirdyanabhatta was trained in different subjects
by different people including his own father. Though
the tradition speaks of Acyuta Pishdroti as the only
teacher of Nariyanabhatta, his own reference in the
Prakriysarvasva tecalls a host of teachers under
whom he studied. The reference is as follows :

Hratoty SRR W RaRI,
vk SRR ey i |
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i smreaErE, fenaft o st WY o

TRy Feet 3 A = e R S|
Among the teachers, Acyuta Pishdroti taught
him grammar, though his contemporary Viasudeva

mentions him as an authority on astronomy.

The word 'Kundageha’ is the Sanskritised form
of *Trkkantiydr’ the family name of the scholar. In
addition to the grammatical work called Pravesaka,
Pishdroti wrote several works on astronomy like
Upardgakriydkrama, Karanottama, and
Sphutinirpaya. There is a stanza -attributed to
Nirdyapabhatta mourning the death of Pishdroti.

% T fordd ferpereget i ey

ameenwEun T AT TR A

o wifoan wdattar ey Eare S

Terenea Tl SERTRTETOER: 1|
It was mentioned that Nirdyapabhatta had a
_patron calléd Devandrdyaga of Ampalappuzha. The
term stands for a title of the-kings of the region.
The person in question who patronised our author
was known as Piirdtam tirundl Mahariji. The king
was a devotee of Vispu and he had some special
training from a teacher who was the native of
Vinddvana. The king as well as his preceptor arc
referred to in the introductory verses of the
Prakriydsarvasva :
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feremrtaefa wemfa frfeemm e o=
yErErETTEET T T e vE e |
B Frevranag ot et
wrfer SieETguT e e e g 1)
A gEEEEA R g
g T AR § W O |
TR e -
The capital of the king comes in for praise in
the Bhramarasandesa of Vasudeva. (Verse 42).

It was at the instance of this king that
Méardyanabhatta wrote his famous treatise on gram-
mar. This fact iz referred to in the introductory
stanzas of the work.

RIS & ST T T U Wi e |
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Among  the grammarians of  Kerala,
Niriyanabhatta has mentioned Viasudeva, the anthor
of Vasudevavijaya ; WNérdyana, the author of
Subhadraharana and Sankara the author of Sarva-
pratyamala, all of which are published now. He was
not restricted to the three sages of grammar.

During his early years, Nardyapabhatta ex-
hibited his allround skill in various topics. At the
first meeting with Acyuta Pishdroti he submitted the
following stanza.

T TETHIG TETET
T2 TR, WA |
U TR RE

Fregd R S

At the request of his friend Ravinartaka (Iravi
Cikyir) he wrote the famous Niranunasika
prabandha ($arpapakhapraldpa) without using the

nasal rounds :

T TRt Sae-IeA TR |

AT T T, |

According to another traditional account young

Bhatta was reading the Mahadbhirata as a substitute
for one Nilakapthadiksita who was enjoined to the
job in the temple. Then the Maharaja who was bald-
headed happened so see him and asked him if he
could read together joining the individual words. The
usage in Malayalam also meant “reading by adding”.
Mext day when the king visited the temple-
Marayanabhatta was reading Karpaparva and he went
on to read:.

TR FataEE |
foma wraferE Sl i
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The passage meant “Duryodhana's army,
frightened by the club of Bhimasena, approached
Karpa (the hero Karpa, or the ear), like the hair
on the head of a bald man". The king who was
proficient in the epic doubted the veracity of the
stanza and asked WNardyapabhatta whether it was a
genuine stanza from the text. The latter, quietly
remarked that he added the verse in order to show
that he could add his own.

On another occasion Nar&yanabhatta felicitated
his patron Devanfiriyana with longevity using the
following stanza :

SRR A0S, Seaei |
R W e SETOunTr ||

O lord, may you live till the great deluge with
the blessing of Vispu (or that indicated by the word
“Tirksyaketuh' which without the consonants will
form, namely ‘dydh’ or long life (the word
Térksyaketuh' without consonants is ‘A-a-e-uh’ when
combined becomes “ayuh’).

According to a traditional account young
Nérdyvanabhatta incurred the displeasure of his
teacher by coining a sentence accordingly to the
Katapayidi system prevalent in Kerala. Accordingly
to express a date in the Kali year a sentence is put
to use. Thus in order to suggest the Kali date 1729133,
Niriyapabhatta - formulated the sentence
‘lingavyddhirasahyah’ (the disease of the penis is
unbearable) obviously in bad taste. Being chastised
by his teacher he formulated an alternative usage as
‘bilakalattam saukhyam' (an young wife gives
pleasure).
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During one of his wanderings with his friends
he happened to witness a Kitiyittam performance
at Punnattiirkotta near Guruvdyir. He composed
the following stanza then and there.

T T ey wimat Teaaos, Wan
PIET, A AR EehaTe, Wi-eg (e |

T RIS AR e e e T, ATEATTIAEE,
ST R Ea e e |l
It is well known that towards the end of his
life he was affected by rheumatism and he composed
Nardyaniva to get rid of the disease by divine grace.
In some other works also he has .referred to the
gilment. In Guruvdyupureiastotra he wrote:

B U T B A R |
dmreRatEE TRt S
QT SRR B | WEeT aaroraneret L
In a stray wverse also he has addressed the
discases as follows:

Hﬂﬂaﬂ.ﬂﬁﬂﬁ@ﬁﬁ@m
AT e e R, Sy = |
=it = FEER A AgiEami
e Ve Sie W A T i

Date of Narayanabhatta

It is generally believed that Nirdyapabhatta had
lived for long. Many scholars believe it at he must
have lived for about 106 years from 1560 of 1666
A_D. He himself has given various dates in his works
as the date of composition. The famous Nériyaniya
stotra was composed on 27th November 1586
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expressed by the Kali chronogram
*Ayurirogyasaukhyam’ denoting the Kali date
1712211. The Prakriyasarvasva gives two dates which
are equivalent to January and March 1616 A.D. THe
references are ‘yatnah phalaprasisyit’ and
‘Krtardgarasodya’. The reference to the death of
Acyuta Pishdroti as "Vidydtma svarasarpat’ :,rmldg the
date 1621 A.D. A reference to the flood in the
Bhiratapuzha contains date in Kali chronogram.

“Erafreme 7 e wEiss
ﬁﬁﬁi‘ﬁr{ﬂmﬁm

In all the four lines the date in given an 1721118
which corresponds to 1611 A.D. Of these four dates
the first two are definitely given by Nardyapabhatta
himself.

According to another view he must have passed
away before 1655 A.D., which means that his date
is between 1560 to 1655 A.D., at the age of 95
years. The difference of opinion is with regard to
the date of his death. Anyway it is clear that he
had a comparatively long span of life. He is supposed
to have lived and spent his last days at Mukkola
gMuktisr.lea} in Malabar and he wrote the poem

ripddasaptati in praise of the goddess enshrined in
the local temple. This deity is referred to by him
on several occasions. In his Dhitukdvya he praises
the deity as follows.

" T B Qe T8 P |
T W AT Wi e
Friends of Melpuitir
We have already noted that Nardyagabhatta was

patronised by the Brahmin kings of Ampalappuzha
known under the hereditary title of Devandrdyaga.
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In addition to this he had a number of friends and
disciples who were known for their erudition and
literary achievements.

Ravi Nartaka or Iravi Cakyar of Kuttaficeri
family was a close friend and he had written a book
called Mudrdrakgasakathasﬁral, Also known as
Canakya Kathd, the work narrates the story of
Mudrirdksasa in metrical form. It was at the instance
of this friend that MNardyapa composed the
Niranunisikaprabandha also known as
Sarpanakhipralipa. The passage is to be spoken by
a character whose nose is severed. Hence Nirdyana
used a phrase like :

BT 1 TR g fireg & e

Instead of using the masculine plural ‘bhujan’
to avoid the nasal sound. The Cikydr explained the
word ‘Bhujih’ to mean hands devoid of masculinity.
This not only won the applause of the audience but
that of the author also.

Piintinam Namputiri, a devotee of Lord Vispu
of Guruviiylir was rebuffed by Nirdyapabhatta as a
vernacular poet. He even refused to go through the
vernacular poem of Pintinam who felt offended.
The remark of Nariyanabhatta was that Pintinam
had no knowledge of vibhakti- the correct declension
of words. According to tradition the God appeared
before Nardyanabhatta in a dream and informed that
he preferred the bhakti of Pintinam more than the

1 Published in the Calcutta Oriental Series, No.6, Caleutta,
1921
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vibhakti of Melputtir who on the wvery next day
apologized to Pintinam.

Viasudeva, the author of Ehrama.rasandl:ﬁai has
referred to Melputtir and his father Matrdatta in a
stanza beginning with ‘herambena prathitavibhavam'
(quoted earlier).

Melputtiir seems to have entered into a con-
troversy with Vainateya of the Cola country who
held that Papini alone is the authority. To discard
this view MNirdyanabhatta  wrote his
'Apﬁniniyapr&mil;:at&'.z

Disciples of Niirdyanabhatta

Like his father Mitrdatta, Mardyagabhatta had
some well known disciples who enriched the different
fields of Sanskrit literature.

(1) Candrasckhara Vériyar (second half of 17th
century A.D.), a native of Paramefvaramangalam on
the northern banks of the river Cirni is a disciple
who wrote the poem Krspacarita. In the work he
has referred to his teacher in the following lines:

e T i ¥ s
Tt Frmemmion fegbrmi S|
W g 9 9

am: SyERARE
mﬁﬁfﬁﬁmm&mﬁm{u

The work is a Mahdkivya in twelve cantos,
divided into three sections dealing with the story of

Krspa. The style is simple.

.1  Trivandrum Sanskrit Series no. 128, Trivandrum, 1937
2 Ed. E.V. Raman Namputiri, Trivandrum, 1942; E.R. Sree
Krishna Sarma, Oriental Research Institute, Tirupati, 1968.

3  Quoted by K. Kunjunni Raja, op. cit. p. 151
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(2) Nardyana, author of the Bhavirthadipika
commentary on the Uttarardmacarita and the
Difmatradaréini commentary on Bodhdyana's
Bhagavadajjuka was a student of Melputtir who is
mentioned as follows:

arfafrfarat wEmEE i

In the second work (commentary on
Bhagavadajjuka) there are casnal references like
q | Uttararimacarita commen-

tary states. '3TETE el SUgEAATERTN YEied Both

the references mention the Nirdyapiyastotra of
Melputtir.

(3) The author of Tantrapriyacitta and
Anusthinasamuccaya is a Namputiri brahmin of
Tolandir family near Mukkola in Malabar. He claims
himself to be a disciple of Melpuattar Hﬁrﬁym}ahhatta
In the Anusthinasamuccaya he states:

Y-

e EE YOt e o

In the Tantraprdyalcitta, the disciple rciers to
his teacher in the following lines:

it e FeagreE
e ST gy |
TigeaaaH = TR 1|
(4) Nardyana Pandita who composed the Meya
portion of the Minameyodaya also was a student
Nirdyagabhatta.



Among his contemporaries may be mentioned
Melputtir Brahmadatta, who wrote Bhaktisam-
vardhana ‘Satakam. The author states :

witheaER A7 YAl e T |
R aEr e fafafie

According to the popular tradition in Kerala the
mother of Melputtir Mirdyanabhatta was a sister of
the famous Payyir Bhatta who was patronised by
Ménavikrama, the great of Calicut. But there is no
conclusive evidence in this regard. Tradition speaks
of the marriage of Nariyapabhatta with the niece of
Acyuta Pisharoti of Trkkantiyir. Here again there is
no evidence.

There is a traditional story that the famous
Bhattoji Diksita, the author of Siddhintakaumudi
was very much impressed by the Prakriyisarvasva.
So he wanted to meet Niardyapabhatta in person and
set out to meet him. On his way he happened to
learn about the demise of Melputtir and turned
back in disgust. Though the veracity of the tradition
is doubtful, I':t.ralav?rma has recorded the traditional
account as follows ° :

T R WE i g -

TR | T: |
AT Rt W dqes R

g T

T R RRAAT S -

T ST Sf I WA WeAe |
s e TR Forer it fgt

i i Temam st witadimaTe: W& 9T

1  See introduction to Mariyaniya, Trivandrum Sanskrit Series
no. 18
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Works of Niarayanabhatta

Historians of Kerala Sanskrit literature have
variously assessed the contribution of Bhattatiri of
Melputtiar. According to Ullar S. Parameswara Iyer
he belongs to a select group of three great men who
stood out as stalwarts. They are the great philosopher
Sankardcirya, Vilvamangalam Svamiyar and
Melputtir MNarayanabhatta. The works of
Melputtir are arranged as belonging to six classes
by this historian. The categories are:(1) stotras, (2)
prasastis, (3) campiis and other poems, (4) Sistra
works, (5) muktakas and (6) miscellaneous. Among
the stotras may be included Nardyaniya,
Sripadasaptati and Guruviyupuresastotra.
Goérinagaravarnana, Matamahifaprasasti and
§ailabdhisvarapradasti belong to the second group.
It is not sure as to what are the works to be included
in the third category, viz campis. Ulldr is inclined
to include twenty Prabandhas in this section. They
are Rajasiya, Ditavikya, Pafcilisvayamvara,
Nildyanicarita, Sundopasundopikhyiina,
Subhadriharana, Kaunteyistaka, Kirdita and
Kailisavarnana related to Mahidbharata. Those deal-
ing with Bhigavata are Matsydvatdra and Nrgamoksa.
Works like  Sorpanakhipralipa (Niranunisika),
Riksasotpati, Ahalydmoksa and Balakinda relate to
Ramayapa theme. Daksayajfia and Tripuradahana
deal with Saiva story. Astamicampii, Svihdsudhakara
and Kotiviraha belong to a separate class. Altogether
there are twenty prabandhas. Among the Sidstra
works seven are included. They are Siiktaslokas.

Agvalayanakriydkrama, Prakriyasarvasva,

1  Keralashityacaritram, vol. TI. P 393,
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Dhitukavya. Apdnimyaprimanyasddhana, Mina por-
tion of the Minameyodaya and Tantravartikani-
bandhana. Muktakas are innumerable as also the
works included in the miscellaneous category. Only
in a limited number of works that the author has
referred to himself.

There is a Mahdbhdratacampi with 37 episodes
narrated in their sequence. All of them may not be
by Melputtir. Others too must have composed
campiis in order to complete the sequence of the
story. Some of these episodes are available to us in
more than one wversion. The Ramayapacampi is
comparatively shorter in episodes has categorised the
works as stroy upto the end of Yuddhakinda is
narrated in some version.

Vatakkumkir Réjarajavarmaraja’ belonging to
four classes, such as (1) shorter works, (2) stotras,
(3) Prabandhas and (4) Sastra. In each of these
categories there are several works. The historian has
summed to up the following qualities as demarkating
‘the works of the author. They are (1) Attention in
‘ethical values, (2) FPredominance in Bhakti or
devotion, (3) Abundance in vocabulary, (4) Fresh-
ness of ideas, (5) Dexterity in the use of jokes, (6)
Propriety in matters like metre, figures of speech
and sentiments, (7) Ability in conversation, (8)
Proficiency in praising as well as in condemnation,
(9) Exhibition of the central principles of wordly
affairs, (10) Particular bias in the usage of double
‘entendre (11) Fondness in the coining of grammati-
cally significant words capable of representing novel
ideas and (12) Ability in description. In short all

1  Kerallya Samskrta Sihitya Caritram, Vol.lII, p.1-151
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the noble qualities that characterise the compaositions
of Kerala Brahmins can be seen in the works of
Nérdyanabhatta in abundance. He is a master in the
art of cpitomisation, without omitting any significant
idea.

Yet another historian has assessed his woks in
the following lines bringing out his characteristic
features.! Even while epitomizing long passages, he
is able to use figures of speech, both of sound and
sense. Humorous remarks are strewn here and there.
The sincere praver of an ardent devotee is seen
everywhere., Of the three paths towards the attain-
ment of salvation namely, the Karmamaérga, the
Jifinamdrga and the Bhaktimirga, Nardyanabhatta
prefers that of Bhakti or devotion and he advocates
that path of devotion as better than the other two.
The land of Kerala had been well known for its
acceptance of the Karmamdrga and it even got the
name of Karmabhimi. The great Safikaricirya who
hailed from Kerala was a great advocate of the
Jidnamérga and through his teachings the path of
knowledge had also become popular in the country.
But in the course of time people became degenerate,
the Brahmins performed sacrifice merely for their
livelyhood; and being proud of their birth and
education, they neglected the worship of god.
Niardyanabhatta condemns such people and advocates
devotion to Visgu as the best way to salvation.”

Stotras

As already mentioned Nirdyanabhatta deserves
to be reckoned as cone of greatest devotional poets
in Sanskrit on a par with Sankaricirya and

1 K. Kunjunni Raja. op.cit p.141.
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Vilvamangalam Svdmiyir of Kerala Among his
literary works, the pride of place should be given
to his famous poem the Niri}ra:ﬁya.j This brilliant
summary of the Bhigavatipuripa in 10306 verses is
divided into 100 sections called dasakas (decads). He
has chosen only the main episode for description.
The work opens with the stanza in which the devotee
is stated as the fortunate one since he could visualise
the supreme Brahman enshrined at Guruviyir.

LEAECH e b S E L p e BE A S

ﬁﬁ?@ﬁn&aﬁﬁrmmﬂaﬁmﬁ‘ﬂhmﬂt

FAAE JEAH [TEETEATH R S

TR TS I g | et SR |

The second dafaka begins with a description of

the god adorning the crown and a garland of flowers.

His form is the most beautiful one in all the
worlds - more enchanting than the acme of perfec-
tion, so to say.

o AeeEmEars T wied T W,
i RSy Tt Argdeaiafy |
Wit i et R

e a1 S ek e faey farer

1  Printed in several editions and from several places. With
Bhaktapriyd commentary from Trivandrum Sanskrit Series
in 1912. Mow in several editions from the Guruvaylr
temple, Guruvaylr.
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Of the several ways for salvation the path of
Bhakti is the simplest one since the paths of
Karmayoga, Sdankhya, Vedanta, etc, are strewn with
difficultics. Performance of rites etc, is not easy. It
is beset with trouble. The way of knowledge is
easier.. This is what is manitained in these stanzas.

The second dafaka is concluded extolling the
merit of Bhakti which is sure to provide relief to
the author affected with diseases.

AT SETETAR S g
Tt fameE e e e |
werfatawt sty frd fawg & -
WA e ST 1l

Again the glory of Bhakti is described ‘mth
reference to the incarnation of Krsna by the poet.

A5 gremEaT st aa i a3 dgeife-

TR e
auﬁlimimmmwiméﬁm-
e fepmieT vagT iAo S

The entire theme of the Bhagavadgitd s
summarised in a single stanza by the poet a follows:



xxii HE-H
feroiies o w7 T WS W T
Tt # e 1 “TFeafenfy e ey v |
I T FISH g, Aieg T ey weflawm
e T =i R fevee geta e
The Risakridd is perhaps the most beautiful
instance for the use of sound and sense in a

devotional poem. The choice of metre is also fine.
See for instance:

IR B LD T e [ L
EWWWI

LILE G GEAIE eI E oL ek LG
T Tt we g wadie wmeme |
The poet refers to Sri Sankaracarya hailing from
Kerala as a devotional poet despite his position as
an advaitic philosopher.

T s Ty A,
w91 i e
- § T AreeEsTe
SR, W g i Wi ||

It is the last decad of the stotra that is extremely
popular with devotees. Im it the poet describes the
god as if he is visnalising the form. A divine scene
appears before the mind of the devotees.

0 T A S e T e T T
diqaAfanisg we] agat srheiam |
AT ST
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The poet in the cocluding stanza has stated that
the work is “dvedhanariyagivam™ since it relates to
Nirdyana and it is composed by *‘MNariyapa™. It
easily ranks among the best of devotional hymns in
Sanskrit.

The second devotional lyric by MNardyanabhatta
is the Sﬂpﬁdasaptatil praising the goddess enshrined
in Mukkola (Muktisthala) in Kerala. There are 71
stanzas composed in the Sardilavikridita metre. The
hymn is in the form of a praise of the feet of the
goddess. The poet happened to live at that locality
and worship the deity. It is belived that he spent
his last days there. Some of the stanzas may be
quoted here.

R e S L S BEAC IS I

3 e aerate W TYTCET 0T SR, |

trarire T 2l FeamtEyg o O

Ao AT, Harged S I

Here the feet is compared to the banches of

the divine tree located in heavenly garden. In another
stanza the feet is described as touching the head of
Siva who bows down before her in supplication.

1 Mangalodayam Press, Trichur; 1924; ed. Muriyil
Marayanan Nambisan, St. Joseph's Press, Trivandrum,
1974,



KXIV e b

TR [UERIver e & Uy
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AR T W |
yiror: Ut = = fafiw 3 med wr
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BRI oS TR SR |
TR e = el T
s T 2 v wie: W)

Each of these stanzas contains flight of imagina-
tion. Though the lyric- is not as popular as the
MNirdyaniya mentioned earlier, its value is great. The
expression of the goddess at the touch of Siva
massaging Her feet is described in an exquisite
stanza.

TR Ve g
PG = FfEArE e tE |
eI
e wesfe faer e it fd o
The third stotra work of Melputtir is the
GuruviayupureSastava in twelve stanzas dealing with
the pod of Guruvaylir. Naturally there is repetition

of ideas from the Nardyapiya. The nature of the
work may be known from the following stanzas.

g PreTiETRE
=t EaErETn T
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T T ST S AT
The work also known by the name

Vitalayddhifvara-dagaka is a fine devotional poem
from the author of Nardyaniya.

Prasastis

Nirdyanabhatta has composed various Prasastis
to eulogise his patrons at wvarious times. The
Goérinagaravarpani and the VirakeralapraSasti are
two short works. They contain prose passages as
well as verses. The first is a description of the city
of Cochin while the second, also known as
Virakeralapradasti eulogises the king of that name.
It is also known as MaitamahiSaprasasti. The
BimbaliSapragasti is a panegyric on king Godavarma
of Bimbali country known as Vatakkumkiir. King
Devandrdyana of Ampalapuzha who patronised the
author is eulogised in Devandrdyanaprasasti.

Minavikrama, the Zamorin of Calicut is praised
in Ménavikramaprasasti,

Nirdyanabhatta seems to be the only writer to
compose works of this kind in praise of his patrons.
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Some excerpts are given hereunder to evaluate the
nature and contents of these works.

(1) Gofrinagaravarnanid : ' 1t begins with the
following passage.

The panegyric contains references to Portuguese
people comping at Cochin.

(2) WVirakeralapragasti or MatamahiSaprasasti
deals with the eulogy of Virakerala of Cochin. There

are eighteen stanzas and some prose passages. Some
of the stanzas are gquoted here :

TR g

et sTerERTyr: Ty W SeS T |
et i Wi T TR o
TR Y AE{AR, TSRS S ||

1  Sahityaparishat Traimasikam, M.E 114 /A.D 1939. Vol.7.
4, pp. 351-384 (in Malayalam script “with a Malayalam
translation.
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FrerEreh ST TRt TR
TR & T gTAYSIRR e eTaeT |
wise foiE s T gwerme-
AT e WHHETEAT JIea 1 |

surtedt feferfiy T syerergr e |
sz w2 mar we B w9 TR
AN ESEE e e s TR 1)

eviregel e Wt o R TS T
famEia:

The prose passages are elegant and embellished
with the figures of sound and sense. It hails the
victory of the king over his enemies.

T T T Y W rE eI gTeH [

The rhyming of the passage is noteworthy, the
last word of the passage is being repeated to form
the next passage in the yamaka style called
Padiantyayamaka. The work comes to an end with
the following stanza:
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wfeafafafadantone: |
whemfEraras wa-
wafefemmgemind = 1)
(3) Bimbaliéapragasti': This panegyric is in praise
of Godavarmaridjd of Vatakkumkiar. Vatakkumkir is
a principality near Katutturutti in Kottayam district

of modern Kerala. Some of the stanzas are as
follows:

T P dtet By
el it fonfing apmedat gom)
i 7 i

wTE T A & g 1)
FHTATIZI R AT e -
Termvet ferearefior g TR AT |
FeTeATW Setafh afed e
wiTaasraTayTE, g o o we aiEe 1|
e fraeafin orEiee-
TR S SIATROTE e T |

TR T A U e -

TN e ey SR TETe TR 1|

These stanzas are replete with the flight of
imagination. The valour of the king is well brought
out. The might of his hand and the brave deeds of
his sword are well depicted. His fame is unparalleled.

TG ST A G WAt e
HISH RS ¥F FROTYETeE: Tt |

1 Joumal of Travancore University Oriental Manuscripts
Library, Trivandrum, Vol.I, No.4.
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(4) Dﬂ?ﬂ]liri}'llglﬂpriﬁl'}ﬂ.l The poet praises his
patron Devanfriyana of Ampalappuzha in the
panegyric. This king is also mentioned in the
Prakriydsarvasva of the author. Some of the stanzas
are as follows.

HOTH ST BT AR ET

T fammratyyra fova fafes @enfa 7@ faeiem: |
TATHT ST o a e OTa,
AT A S0 hael Sy 1

The enemies of the king fled to forest for self
protection. There they happen to hear the name of
the king pronounced by the sages in respectable
term. So they become afraid and run helter skelter.
In some other stanza the achievements of the king
in compared with reference to different fields of
knowledge, arts, proficiency in cultural felds ete.

1 See Introduction to Prakriyisarvasva, Trivandrum Sanskrit
Series No.153, Trvandrum, 1948.
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In the last verse various schools of thought are
referred to. The heretics, the Carvakis, the Bud-
dhists the l-iﬂapmakas and others are mentioned
along with their views in hnaf

(5) Manavikramaprnhstl : This is a panegyric
on the Zamorin, This is Elsu referred to as
Sailabdhi§varapragasti. The prose passage is called
*srnkhalagadya’ on account of its thyming. The prose
runs as follows.

" e S e | Eee-
THE I ETEREg R waaIess, WS-

1 Ses Ulldr S. Parameswara Iyer, Sahityaparishat
Traimasikam.
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TSR EE, SUE A e TR,
EAT g TiAeaY, Heed W qUS{ie: qus=uEsh] —

Narayapabhatta was patronised by several kings
of great quality. Naturally he has composed
panegyrics on them to extol their qualites. These
work are seen published in wvarious wvernacular
journals.

Campiprabandhas

The third category of his work belongs to camps
about which we have to deal with separately. In
fact, there is no unanimity among the scholars
regarding the exact number of campid works com-
posed by Mirdyanabhatta. Since Camplprabandhas
were made use of in temples during festival occasions
for exposition. Melputtir and his contempararies
must have composed many works. Ewven those
composed by others may be found included among
his works.

Sastra works

(1) Prakriyisarvasva : Among the Sastra works
the most outstanding is the Prakriyasarvasva  in
_ twenty sections explaining and illustrating the shtras
of Panini and the auxiliaries arranged under definite
headings. In this it is similar to the Ripavatira of
Dharmakirti and Prakriyikaumudi of Ramacandra.
It was pointed out earlier that the work was

1  For edition see Trivandrum Sanskrit Series Nos 106, 139,
152, 174 (first nine sections). Taddhita and Unadi, Madras
University Sanskrit Series Mos. 15 and No.7 part II. A
complete edition is being issued from Curvdylr
devaswom, Guruviylr, 1998,
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composed as the instance of his patron Devandriyana
of Ampalappuzha who spelt out the whole plan of
the work for the benefit of the author.
Mardyanpabhatfa has actually drawn on many
predecessors in composing this compendium. This he
has acknowledged in the different sections ol the
work. !

The following stanza bring out the indebtedness
of the author to other writers and works.

i AR AT aeh SRITar
AT ST T SEsagReaH |
AT venfeseaad
fremE AT, diren ditgm

He i3 not prepared to accept the traditional
views mechanically. He considers great poets as
authorities.

TR g AT
R TES AT o |
Tammrmiies amt fasm geae =
TermmeRa et W wge 1|

Often one is not able to notice one's own
mistakes. It i for others to point out them. He
welcomes such attempts on the part of others.

TEAASATE A eI e, AT 8 e T |
wirmmia dE=re § fasgen ey )

i
TR, 7 g T |

1 See Dr. 5. Venkitasubramanya [Iyer, Niriyagabhatta's
Prakriyisarvasva — a study, Kerala University,
Trivandram, 1972 for detailed contents and comparative
study.
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FRALTH T TR
T R TAHER ||

He has stated that he had always Tollewed th
views of earlier writers. There is nothing of his Gwn
which is not supported by Sistras.

e T

Tovanta yra safaaiiad o
FehaT o et W

TR T AR i
wefaer sty SRRt
T ST T TEWTERRAT W SRR |
e EIRTITE UETE ST S Al
e 1 fage W v were e e T

The author is not worried if some scholars do
not agree with some of his views. Still he will be
happy to know that some of his positions are
accepted if not all. He has a complaint that many
of his contemporaries did not agree with lum
matters relating to grammar. He has admitted that
his ability a limited, in all poiteness,

7 o e fraafy wrdfrady

Fataq wiaq ffanaty ufe, ol o gl )

T e A e

AR it o o i )

et e ferfg i oy o
gAY A agrsbon i) |
AT fa b ugemibd oo
Terwnfrey apomreanfinfes oty g foesg w41

Despite the fact that some sehiolare il 1ol
approve of his work, he feels justified that by wilting
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composed as the instance of his patron Devandriyana
of Ampalappuzha who spelt out the whole plan of
the work for the Dbenefit of the author.
Niriyanabhatta has actually drawn on many
predecessors in composing this compendium. This he
has acknowledged in the different sections of the
work.

The following stanza bring out the indebtedness
of the author to other writers and works.

i ST Hid
ARG S eTet demssgehea |
Wi hgEausTafagHT Weaamhed
oo o tEET: e b
He is not prepared to accept the traditional

views mechanically. He considers great pocts as
authorities.

feramreyrer g i
T T Tt 2 |
feramugniias awt fosmd e =)
faamearfirnts T S ||

Often one i3 not able to notice one’s own

mistakes. It is for others to point out them. He
welcomes such attempts on the part of others.

1 See Dr. 5. Venkitasubramanya Tyer, Niriyapabhaita’s
Prakriyisarvasva — a study, Kerala University,
Trivandrum, 1972 for detailed contents and comparative

study.
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Sl U
e 1|
He has stated that he had always followed the

views of earlier writers. There is nothing of his own
which is not supported by Sastras.

Afenleaes T o e
ferenft ymar afadifig famm
SR T AT e
TR 7 W Aige |
RIS Gl TEHIEATEAT I Hepe: |
T R (T, Y ST S A i
= o e 7 1 Sl e oL
The author is not worried if some scholars do
not agree with some of his views. Still he will be
happy to know that some of his positions are
accepted if not all. He has a complaint that many
of his contemporaries did not agree with him in
matters relating to grammar. He has admitted that
his ability a limited, in all poiteness.
7 v welw firmfy waefiamf
et thfad feizaaf afy wat o sk
T AT R R e
UREIEF=: ToleieET 79 7 e
ot AR frgfng st areemdy el
TGRS ANt Hgeaaied SeasmeEa |
AT e Al N e e
farwnfiaiy Frmeantitr gy i wEer feg A= 0

Despite the fact that some scholars do not
approve of his work, he feels justified that by writing
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the work his intellect got clarity and his patron
became happy.

Tergiw fafed i wefirfer = gaafta w=n
R frata )

S Tefton: e = A 5 R e 7
Ty TaHIE o e 1l

| D r 0 A b e L o L) AT
VTR T O R, OO S
v e T e wefeE
e for gty SR e i

From these stanzas the attitude of the author
.18 clear. He has:submitted the work at the feet of
the lord and is unconcerned with the opinions of
his adversaries. Nariyapabhatta has added his own
Kiarikas to illustrate the usages.

i Ramts ety yneasdt gefm: |

Tem o AvTtssegure .

ittt sl gt
TR I

Writers quoted as authorities include Madhava,
Bhoja, Hara, ﬂiknlya, Visudeva, Bopadeva,
‘Vamana, Vardhamdna, Patafijali, WVartikakira,
Kaiyata, Bhatti, Kifikikira etc. Even the opening
stanza of the work is impressive and suggestive of
the principle -of grammar:
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TraTEEATE T T T |
T Y T, W] Wi TR, wrefere ||
The work is commented by several scholars.

(2) Dhitukfvya: The work was written in order
to complete the effort of Vasudevabhatta who wrote
the Visudevavijaya illustrating the sitras of Pénini,
Melputtir wanted to illustrate the verbs (dhatus)
according to Dhitupdtha and hence he wrote
Dhitukdvya’ in three cantos dealing with the story
of Krsna upto Kamsavadha. This is made clear in
the opening verses of the work as follows:

A WTT-AEET SFATGEA ARt |
TR T e AT ERA g T T |
SrTERTEETE SaaaEr T |
fafafh: wd =i Fafirenife wem 0
The second stanza occurs in the auto commen-
tary. In 248 stanzas a total of 1948 verbs (dhdtus)
are illustrated in their sequence. For instance in the

first stanza, the first nine verbs are seen illustrated
as follows

| e ettt
Wﬁqﬁhnﬁ‘ﬂﬁﬂ'ﬂﬂl

i TR ||

In another stanza eight dhitus are illustrated as
given hereunder.

RIS R T I E e |
SRR, Hearare g TR 1|

1 Ed. Dr. §. Venkatasubramanya Tyer, University of Kerala,
1970,
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This is an easy method to learn the Dhitupdthas
in Sanskrit.

(3) Apéniniyaprimanyasiddhanam’. As the name
indicates the author establishes that Panpini should
not be considered as the sole authority as regards
the usages in Sanskrit. Even standard writers could
be followed as authorities. Thus he had mentioned
in his Prakriyisarvasva stating, ‘who could disregard
the authority of Murdri and Bhavabhiiti in the matter
of usages’. The work under reference is in the form
of a Krodapatra prepared under the guidance of two
grammarians of the Cola country, viz.,
Somasdekharadiksita and Yajhandrdyanadiksita. Tt was
to answer the charges of another Cola scholar named
Vainateya who  attacked the wviews of
Prakriysarvasva. The different views are summed
up in an opening stanza.

Nirdyapabhatta points out the ancient tradition
of grammar that a host of writers contributed their
mite to formulate the present grammatical system.

AT PETOT N ST S
W, ey 7 aregmtr sffem s Seeer)

e, WETHE WAt T wate-
TSR, NIRRT STRREITS O ST ey Wt ||

1 Ed. E.V.Raman MNamputhiri, Trivandrum, 1942, E.R,
Sreekrishna Sarma, Tirupati, 1968
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Melputtiir has stated his position in the matter
as follows:

z‘mmu@ Tepmfy Fomfeet o e,

: =

s g e e
T W wfaf fafEatig yiege g i)
QeGSO e qede O AT

e qFmrafagT SaTEHT |

A= ToTEEE o AR TR wfes

AT ey e et framat o

The work also contains long prose passages
explaining the various views of grammarians.

FIFETOTES AT
TG ATE ST 7 SaT | — Uit T
o iR et e ||

Nardyanabhatta establishes his position by point-
ing out the inconsistency in the position of the
adversaries, They who proclaim that Pagini alone is
the authority are seen approving the rules of Vedic
grammar ordained by the Pritifikhya texts which
are not the compositions of Panini.

(4) Minameyodaya. Nardyapabhatta has com--
posed a work called Minameyodaya dealing with the
Pirvamimamsd system. Actually he has composed
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only the Mina portion of the work, the Meya portion
being contributed by another Ndrdyapa Pandita, a
scholar patronised by the king of Calicut named
Minaveda. Being a follower of Kumdrilabhatta,
Mardyanabhatta has accepted only six Pramdinpas like
Pratyaksa, Anumina, Sibda, Upamina, Arthipati
and Abhiva. He has defined Pramina in the
following lines:

AT AT AT 7 |
sy e Ferafere e g 1l

He begins the text with the statement:

Following the tenets of the Kumarila system,
the Praminpas are enumerated as :

As an introduction he has enumerated the

Praminas according to different schools of thought
as .

araieTeERE; fgmumit gl 2
Ay ST ST aa |
TG NIRRT TeA o ot sty St
weh U TR Hara Fwa e ||
He states that those who consider Sambhava
and Aitihya as separate Pramdinas steal their ideas
from Anumina and Sabda. In other words this view

of the Paurdinikas need not be accepted since these
can be included in other Praménas :
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# Wt tote we fag: |
s w v = S 1
His own view is finally established as six

Praménas and he incidentally refers to Rémdyana in
support of his position.

T, WEgEAAl Fish G1TH: WElSEead |
gher T AT gRgen |
(5) Tantravirtikanibandhana. This work is on
Pirvamimamsd system. It is a commentary on
Kumdrila's Tantravirttika, attributed to his author-
ship by V.A. Ramasvami Sastri in his introductioin
to to Tattvabindu (Annamalai University Series,
p.10). There is a manuscript available in the Madras
manuscript library. The work is yet to be published.

(6) Siktaslokas'. The work Consists of nine
stanzas in he Sragdhard metre. The first stanza
describes the technique by which enumeration is
made according to the Katapayadi system with slight
difference (viz. ‘na’ means 10 and ‘ksa’ means 12
and 'ta’ indicates and end of the adhyiaya of the
Rgveda.) The remaining eight stanzas are susceptible
. to an interpretation of a Devistotra in which the
deities at Candanakkdvn are described. From the
work we get the statistical account of the Rgveda
such as 1017 Siktas, 10 Magdalas, 8 Astakas, 8
adhydyas and altogether 2006 Vargas. The work
begins with a benedictory verse as follows:

e freTpar i e o T e ATl
et et e § AwT TR |

1 Ed. with detailed introduction and notes by Dr. C. Kunhan
Raja, Joumal of Oriental Research, Madras, VII,
pp.A58-T1.
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el PR ET YS! ST

fer v fafimatt wag = ayrdEn v T o
From the next stanza onwards there is a veiled
reference to his tutelary deity.

SrE TN Tamerer i geii T
sttt SRt |
P ETHRT AR St e
A st St =
The work is intelligible only to those who are
proficient Vedas and with out a commentary one

will not be able to know the full significance of the
stanzas.

(7) Asvaldyanakriyakrama', The work shows the
proficiency of Nariyanabhatta in the domestic rituals
of the ASvaliyana school of Rgvedins. In the
introductory stanzas the author eulogises the deities
of Visnu, and Ganpapati at Candanakkivu and also
Vispu at Tirandvdya.

WOTRT ST, o S erehos gt |
o SRR ST gt e

The verses eulogising the deitigs are charming
and worth guoting.
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The domestic rituals practised by the Nampiitiri
Brahmins of Kerala are enumerated here. This short
work is believed to be the joint venture by himself
and his father Mitrdatta, a renowned scholar in
Mimimsd systems.

The work, also called Kriydkrama epitomises 36
items of domestic rituals of the Brahmins belonging
to the Advaldvana school. The ideas are versified so
as to help a practitioner of rituals. Items such as
Agnimukha, Nandimukha, Puny&ha, Viviha,
Dvitiyahoma, Aupdsana, Vaifvadeva, Niseka,
Anvidhina ete., upto Samskédra, Udakakriya, Pinda,
Saficayana and Sraddha are treated.

Towards the end of the book printed in
Trivandrum there is an appendix of 72 stanzas dealing
with Priayadcitta. The textual portion is 93 stanzas
and it is obviously by Melputtir as stated in one of
the manuscripts. The second part also in believed
to have been written by him. Anyway the work
shows the proficiency of the author in the domestic
rituals of the Kerala Brahmins.

Muktakas

Several interesting muktakas are attributed to
the authorship of Nariyapabhatta. One of the
important verse is as follows.
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Here the river is compared to a damsel removing
the mental agony of the lover.

Some of his stray verses have already been noted
in the previous pages. Those that can be included
in this category are: :

(%) =EgiEwen— ctc

The following stanza on god Srikrspa of the
Ampalappuzha temple is interesting :
et aAit geer, S g
et a1 ST ST AT AT g |
e ¥ gad way T aiEE
e T S SATerE )

On god Siva enshrined at the temple at
Cerumannam Narayanabhafta wrote a stanza.

TTOTEETT FRT SRR STRETYI e &
REETETs T fapavor o ga e |

waFs T = A e wiemay, el

ot wfierg Frepafie 3 wper | St

'Kumaranallir goddess Katydyani is praised by
him as follows:
e W e famstmeaEa TG
TR AT XA TeTaHET aTera aai |
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et & AEEEA B Ay MEHTeTgy

A o Faifead | et

The following stanza describes the god at

Vyaghrapuri (Vaikom):

et SETEEt weERTea ey et wEs,

TrTrETRETOT fifererRma Hr Heair |

AT T T Tt ST YT T Ty,

TS TR, WUlHaRTa, T i

There is a stanza describing the wvagaries of
women and the feeling of the menfolk towards them.

STt dreATAEgE | TReAoge e
TIEATATTATATY o TS B eetTERr: |
3 ST S o TaE T et
ATHERTST A e ST AT, ||
There is an amorous stanza composed by
MNariyanabhatta while he was living at Ampalappuz-
ha:
' T ST HA e AT |
QU AT 91 RS A e U O |

There are many fine independent verses occur-
ring in his numerous Prabandhas. These stand out
as Subhdisitas of the highest guality.

Campiiprabandhas in Sanskrit

Dandin, the author of Kavyddaria, is the first
writer to speak of Campii as a class of literature.
First he has classified poetry in to three types as.

e Rl o five w A S

He then classifies prose and poetry to various
classes and then proceeds to define the third variety
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called ‘mi§ra’ as Nattaka etc; where both poetry and
prose occur. Above this he mentions a variety called
Campii in the following words.

TRGRTERTT ST SR iea T

Accordingly campil consists of prose and poetry.
Another rhetorician, Vifévanitha the author of
Sahityadarpana mentions a variety called, *biruda’
where both prose and poetry are used.

TR TR AT 1

But we do not know any work that can be
considered as Campii before Nalacampi or
Damayantikathd by Trivikrama, the court - poet of
king Imdra III (914916 A.D.) of Rashtrakita
dynasty. Bhoja the author of Rdmiyanacampu has
not only composed a fine work but also has defined
the varicty bringing out its features :

TR e A AT e
e T e it i |

O, ZAR] WA
ST T a1

He was followed by Anantabhatta who com-
posed the Bharatacampdi. Later a scholar known as
Abhinava Kiliddsa wrote Bhigavata campi
Paficakalyfipacampi of Cidambarakavi,
Anandakandacampi of Muramiﬁra.
Vidvagunadarfacampii of Venkatidhvari® and the

1  Venkatidhvari describes the quality of campd as follows:

L4
ayey Tt wa B e |
o w1 1w W AT
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Milakanthavijaya of MNilakanthadiksita are works of
a high class. Tirumalimba, the wife of Acyutariya
of Vijayanagar dynasty has composed Varadimbika-
parinaya. Then Sesakrishna has written
Parijitaharana in this class. In HariScandrakavi's
Tivandharacampii, one comes across a description of
the variety as.:

TRNEE! RN o SN S|
et w e yraweaTsTET T e 1|

Melputtiir Nardyanabhatta has composed many
works where one meets with the agreeable blending
of fine poetry and chaste prose. He could claim to
have composed the maximum number of works in
this field. Further he has composed five Pradastis
extolling the qualities of his patrons. This may be
classified as *biruda' as defined by Vidvanitha. The
Prasastis of Nirdyapabhatta eulogise his many patron
like king Devanariyana of Ampalppuzha, king
Virakerala of Cochin, king Minavikrama of Calicut
and king Godavarma of Vatakkumkir. The poet
happened to live at various principalites enjoying the
" patronage of the respective rulers from time to time
and hence he happened to compose several such
works out of gratitude as well as admiration to the
patrons.

Campiprabandhas of Niriayapabhatta

The art of story telling is very popular in Kerala.
In the festival of temples Cikydrs and MNampyirs
engage in such story telling in a mode of repre-
sentation called Cakyarkittu and Pathakam. Both
these class of Ampalavisis use Campiprabandhas for
this purpose and naturally there arose numerous
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works called Campiiprabandhas in which there is an
agreeable blending of poetry and prose. By their
proficiency these traditional scholars enthral the elite
aundience thronging to witness their perfomance inside
the Kiittampalam, the temple theater of Kerala.
The RESHSEdﬂTlE.hl‘IE.];IHI of Godavarma better
known a Vidvan Godavarma yuvardja of Kotunnallir
mentions a performance in which Cakyars and
Mampyéirs are described as doing their respective
roles. On a stage lighted with a brass metal lamp
the Cikydr performs. On the side of the stage there
is the Nampyir playing on the drum. Learned
Brahmins are there to witness the show. This 15 the
usual scene to be met with in almost every major
temple on festive occasions. Godavarma states:

ety wrvagzaig: i |
e w e Tam i e v
TaEE i EEs i a i waw I

WIS T

i fafimmy TR = e

0T WA Rl AU I

ST = TE WEUEAT e e |

The stanzas actually deseribe a Kitiyittam

performance. There the Vidisaka alone tells the
story. But in the allied performance called
Prabandhamkittu, story telling is the most important
aspect. While in the former Sanskrit dramas are

1 Publishdd in Kivyamald 37, Bombay 1886; 1922
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enacted, in the latter Campiprabandhas are made
use of, though in the kind of solo performance there
in enough scope for a talented actor.

The Prabandhas of Melputtlir are best for the
performance of Cakydrs. In fact some of them were
composed at the specific request of some Cakyar
friends of the scholar. Kuttafceri Iravi Cakyér
referred to by MNiriyapabhatta as Ravinata is one
such friend who compelled Nirdyapabhatta to com-
pose some Prabandhas for the performance.

In the extant Prabandhas there are numerous
interpolations from many other works.
Rimiyapaprabandha and Bharataprabandha contain
stanzas from Bhoja’s works Kilidasa's Kivyas and
from other classical works. Most of these interpola-
tions were effected by Cakydrs in later times to suit
the occasion. It is quite likely that some of the
authors themselves must have included the wverses
from other sources in order to complete the course
of the story. This is so since manuscripts which are
obtained from other sources than from the Caikydrs
also contain such quotations. For instance in the
Rimiyanaprabandha many stanzas and prose pas-
sages are found quoted from sources like
Bhojacampfi, Migha, Bhiratacampil, Raghuvamia,
Srikrsnavildsa, Sakuntala, Anarghardghava,
Subhadriharapa etc. In spite of these borrowings the
Raméyanaprabandha is considered one of the best
in its class.

Bharatacampii also is a big collection of
Prabandhas, probably written or incorporated by
different hands. According to Ullar. 5. Parameswara
Iyer the Bhiratacampii contains fhe following
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episodes, many of which are epitomised to form
smaller prabandhas, though most of them are not
availabe at present. The episodes included therein
are: (1) Bhismotpatti, (2) Vyasotpatti, (3)
Satyavatiparipaya, (4) Citringadavadha, (5)
Ambopikhy&na, (6) Dhrtarastrotpatti, (7)
Pandavotpatti, (8) Hidimbavadha, (9) Bakavadha,
(10) Pancilisvayamvara, (11) Naldyanicarita, (12)
Yudhisthiribhiseka, (13) Sundopasundopdkhydna,
(14) Subhadrdharapa (15) Khapdavadiha, (16)
Jarasandhavadha, (17) Digvijaya, (18) Rajasiya, (19)
Dyiita, (20) Vanavisa, (21) Kirdta, (22) Kalydna-
saugandhika, (23) Nivitakavacavadha, (24)
Ghosayatrd, (25) Karpakunpdaldharapa, (26)
Ajhdtavisa, (27) Datavikya, (28) Bhismaparva, (29)
Dronaparva, (30) Karpaparva (31) Salyaparva, (32)
Gadaparva, (33) Suyodhanavadha, (34) Striparva,
(35) Asdvamedhaparva, (36) Mausalaparva and (37)
Svargarohana. The last stanza of this collection of
Prabandhas is given as :

wAfiman g
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Then there are Prabandhas dealing with Saiva
theme 1like Pirvatisvayamvara, Daksayiga,
Astamiprabandha and Tripuradahana.
The Prabandhas drawing their theme from
Bhégavata  are Syamantaka, Nrgamoksa,

Matsydvatira, Ajamilamoksa, Kucelavrtta,
Santinagopila, and Ekadasimahitmya.
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Svihasudhikara and Kotiviraha draw their
themes from separate sources.

In the present collection of the Prabandhas of
Melputtir MNirdyanabhatta altogether 27 works are
included, There are 11 Prabandhas relating to
Mahibhéarata theme; 8 Prabandhas describing the
Rimiyapa episodes, 4 Prabandhas on the Saiva
theme and 2 dealing with miscellaneous stories. Only
a brief account can be given here since the text is
given in full.

(1) Rajasiyaprabandhi

This is an excellent Prabandha dealing with the
Rijasiya sacrifice conducted by Yudhisthira. The
work gives a clear account of the procedure of the
sacrifice in beautiful prose and poetry. The
knowledge of the author in Mimamsa works 18
evident. The supreme glory of Lord Krspa is
brought out by the poet who also describes the battle
between Krsna and Sifupila.

Actually Rajastiya is a complex ceremony which
according to the Srautasitra consists of a long
succeession of sacrificial performance spread over a
period of two years or more. According to the
account provided by our author the Réjasiiya came
to an end by seventeen and a half- months -
“Sardhasaptadasamasa samapamiyah.” It contains
rituals like Isti, Pasu, Soma and Darvihoma. There
are 127 Istis, 2 Pasuydgas, 7 Darvihomas (ladle
libations) and 6 Somayidgas. A complete Somayiga
consists of 7 Samsthas like Agnigtoma, Atyagnistoma,
Ukthya, Sodai, Atiritra, Aptoryima and Vijapeya.

1  Trivandrom Sanskrit Series No. 233, Trivandrum 1971.
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Though the Ra&jasiiya is considered as one of the
major sacrifices, it is beset with dangers. In a way
it questions the authority and supremacy of other
rulers who are often invited to take part in the rites
as guests. Further in both the Rajasiya and
Advamedha there i5 a possibility of battle. In
Rdjasiiya, the sacrificer treats his own relatives and
members of the family in an insulting manner. They
are ritually denied any chance of being kings cven
in the future. Thus the function causes inner struggles
which would lead to the ruin of the sacrificer's whaole
family and his own people.

Melputtiir has based his descriptions on the
authoritative text like Atharvaveda,
Satapathabrahmana, Taittirivabrihmana,’
Mahabhérata and Puranas. Naturally even the minor
aspects of the rituals are described in this interesting
Campiprabandha.

(2) Diitavikyaprabandha’

This is one of the most popular Prabandhas
used for the performance of Kittu hy the Cakyars
of Kerala. The theme is drawn from the Udyogaparva
of the Mahdbhdrata.

The Pindavas duly complete the period of exile
lasting for twelve years and a further one year of
life in disguise. During their stay in the kingdom of
Viritas they send Krspa as their ambassador to the
court of Dhrtardstra to demand their legitimate share
of half of the kingdom. Their demand is summarily
rejected by Duryodhana stating that Pandavas have
no tight at all, Krspa like a seasoned diplomat

1  Trivandrum Sanskrit Series no. 226, Trivandrum, 1971,
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endeavours to cffect settlement and asks for five
houses for the five Pindava brothers to live in. This
request is also spurned by the leader of the Kauravas.
Now Krsna goes to the extent of accommodation
.and claims just one house for Panpdavas. This too is
not acceptable to Duryodhana who states that even
a space of a pinpoint of land could not be given to
them. Then follows a heated argument in which
Krsna even questions the legitimacy of the birth of
Kaurava, left alone their claim to the kingdom.
Duryodhana is angered and wants to tie up Kispa
with the ropes. Immediately Krsna assumes his
omniscient form as a result of which Duryodhana
and his followers fall unconscious to the ground.
Blessing his devotees, Krsna returns to Pipdavas to
report the failure of his mission.
(3) Piﬁcﬁﬁswa]mmvml

The story is drawn from the Mahabhdrata. After
slaying- the demon Baka, the Pandavas live in
Ekacakrd in the disguise of Brahmins. Hearing the
news of Pificili’s marriage by self - choice they go
to the place along with Brahmins. Arjuna’s ability
with the arrow earns for him the admiration of
Drupada, who decides to give his daughter in
marriage to the Pandava. It was not easy to win the
hand of Draupadi since Drupada had arranged a
contest to prove the ability in archery of the suitor.
An grena was constructed and in its centre was fixed
a high pole with a revolving ring on top. The suitor
is to shoot five arrows in quick succession through
the ring. To facilitate this a mighty bow is kept in

1  Tovandrum Sanskrit Series No. 228, Trivandrum, 1971;
also from Trichur and Kayamkulam.
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the arena. Only the successful candidate is eligible
for the hand of Draupadi. The Pindavas in the guise
of Brahmins waited in paticnce among the assembly.
Once the Ksatriya princes failed in the context,
Arjuna tose from among the crowd and came
forward. He took the bow and arrows and shot to
the dismay of all, the five arrows in quick succession
into the revolving ring. Though the identity of Arjuna
is not revealed at that time, Pancali had to accept
him as her husband. Now the Ksatriyas to assembled
there took objection. They did not like a Brahmin
claiming the hand of Pancili and naturally they put
up a fight. Arjuna with the help of his brothers
resisted them. In this he was consisted by king
Drupada - the father of Pificdli and his son
Dhrstadyumna. After defeating the opponents Ar-
juna left for Ekacakrd, the village in which they
were living incognito.

(4) Niliyapicaritaprabandha "

This is in continuation of the theme of
Péficilisvayamvara. The reason behind the accep-
tance of the five Pdndava brothers as husband of
Draupadi is fully explained in the story. She was
destined to accept the polyandry because of some
sin she committed in her previous birth, Vedavyisa
narrates to king Drupada the story of the previous
lives of Pancdli and the Pandava brothers. The sage
convinces Drupada that there is every justification
for Paficali accepting the five Pindava brothers since
it was in acceptance with the theory of transmigration

{  Trivandrum Sanskrit Series No.229, Trivandrum 1371; also
from Trichur.
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of souls. In her previous birth her name was
Indrasend alias Nildyani. She married a sage called
Maudgalya who assumed a repulsive fhigure to test
her chastity, At last he was pleased by her devotion
and asked her to choose a boon. She requested that
she may be given sexual enjoyment by him assuming
five different forms. The work 15 also known as
Paficendropdkhyana.

(5) EundﬂpasnudnpikhjinL

The Prabandha deals with the thime of the
Sundopasunda episode described in the Adiparvan
of the Mahdbhdrata. Yudhisthira was given half of
the kingdom and he was duly consecrated as king
establishing the capital at Indraprastha. The Pigdava
brothers lived there along with Draupadi, their
common wife. To avoid gquarrel among the five
husbands, Néirada came, there and advised Dhar-
maputra to accept certain terms and conditions for
taking Draupadi's hand. They should not fight over
the wife as did by Sunda and Upasunda. The campi
has only 15 stanzas and 8 prose passages.

(6) Subhadriharanaprabandhf

This Prabandha is very popular and is used for
performance. It deals with the story of the love of
Arjuna for Subhadrd. Arjuna having heard of the
gualities of Subhadra is attracted by her beauty. In
order to win her hand he assumes the form of an
ascetic and lives in her apartment incognito. She
serves on him as a guest. Soon his identity is known.

1 Trivandrum Sanskrit Series No.230, Trvandrum. 1971.
2  Trvandrom Sanskrit Series Mo. 232, Trivandrum, 1971.
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While her brother is away for a festival she elopes
with Arjuna with the connivance of Krspa. By his
exploits he defeats the army which tries to prevent
his escape with his sweetheart. Kulasekhara Varman,
the Kerala dramatist has composed a drama called
Subhadridhanafijaya in five acts dealing with the
theme.

(N Kauuteria;aka

As sugpested by the name the Campi consists
of just eight stanzas, the first seven being in the
Sarddilavikridita metre and the last one in the
Upajiti metre. The story is taken from the
Mahibharata. While Yudhisthira was living in the
forest alomg with his brothers and wile, sage
Durvasas along with his thousand disciples visits
him. He was persuaded by Duryodhana for this visit.
The time suggested was just after Draupadi had
taken her meals, so that the Pindavas could not
serve the sage with food. Duryodhana expected the
sage to curse his enemies. Everything went on to
the satisfaction of Duryodhana though at the end
lord Krspa intervened to help Pindavas out of the
tight situation. At last the sage realised the trick
played by Duryodhana and left the forest in rage.
The eight stanzas epitomise the whole story and the
performer could explain the episode taking hint from
the words.

(8) Kirataprabhandas®

This Prabandha is available in two versions and
both are printed in the volume. They show significant

1 Ed. M.P.Unni, Nag Publishers, Delhi, 1989.
2  Trivandrum Sanskrit Series No.249, Trivandrum, 1980.
3 Trivandrum Sanskrit Series No.227, Trivandrum, 1971.
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deviations. The poet has quoted stanzas profusely
from works in Sanskrit dealing with the episode.
Thus it contains stanzas from the Kirdtirjuniya of
Bhiravi, Bdlabhdrata of Agastyapandita and
Bhératacampii of Anantabhatta. The theme is taken
from the Vanaparva of the Mahibharata. According
to the advice of Yudhisthira, Arjuna goes to the
forest to perform penance, His objective is to procure
a boon from God Siva. To achieve this end he had
to do severe penance and at last the god was pleased.
Siva appeared before him disguised as a mountaineer
(Kirdta) and tested the strength and valour of Arjuna
in a terrible fight. Arjuna fought so well that Parvati
became afraid of the safety of her husband. At last
Siva gave him the weapon called PiSupatéstra.

This famous story is described in beautiful
stanzas in a forceful style. It also contains prose
passages of a high literary merit.

(k)] Kaﬂisnvlmannpmhhandhl

This is a very short Prabandha composed in a
chaste and lucid prose. The grandeur of the mount
is described in its minutest detail. This again is
composed for the benefit of the practising artist on
the Kerala stage.

(10) Vyésotpattiprabandhd

The work deals with the birth of Vydsa. It
consists of twenty one stanzas and a prose passage.
The Cikyars of Kerala narrate the story in their
performance of Mantrifika. On the fifth day of the

1  Trivandrum Sanskrit Series No.249, Trivandrom 1980.
2 P.K. Marayanan Nampiar, Mantrinkam (in Malayalam
script) Kerala Sahitya Akademi, Trichur, 1980, pp.148-150.
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performance, the Cikydr illustrates the Prabandha
to show how a virgin or maiden could deliver g
child. Uparicaravasu is the father of Kali or Satyavati
a damsel belonging to the caste of fishermen by
virtue of her being brought up by a fisherman,
Satyavati was helping the travellers to cross the river
Ganges in her cance. At the instance of Pardiara
she evaded others and took PardSara to the centre
of the river when the sage hugged her despite her
protest. At last she had to yield to his carnal desires
as a result of which vyisa was born in due course.
Satyavati is also referred to as Matsyagandhi,

(11) Yudhisthiribhisekaprabandha |

This again is based on the Mahabharata. It deals
with the coronation of Yudhisthira in Indraprastha.
The story begins with the Kaurava attack on Pafiedla
and its repulsion. At last half the kingdom was given
to Pipdavas. They established their capital at
Indraprastha where they constructed an attractive
capital city. As in the case other Prabandhas, this
also abounds in beautiful prose and verse and testifies
to the erudition of its author.

(12) Matsyivataraprabandha2

The work consists of 67 stanzas and 11 prose
passages. It begins with a bendictory stanza on Visnu
and Laksmi (referred o as Mukunda and Rami).
The purpose of the lord in this particular incarnation
15 described in beautiful stanza, After performing his

1 hmm Sanskrit Series No.230, Trivandrum, 1971.
2 Journal of the Travancore University Mauscripts library,
Vol.I, No.1. Trivandrum, 1945, :
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mission, the lord again returns to the ocean — his
abode.

There is no doubt about the author, since his
all round ability is made evident.

(13) Vamanavatara ;

This is one of the best Prabandhas of the author.
It consists of 51 verses and five prose passapes. This
is wsed by the Cikydrs of Kerala on the seventh
day of the performance of the Mantrinka. The story
is famous. Vimana subdues Mahibali and wins back
the world for the Gods. In fact the very purpose of
the incarnation was to subjugate Mahibali, the king
of Asuras. The story is described in detail.

(14) Nrgamoksa ~

It is a small Prabandha containing fifty - two
verses and a dozen prose passages. The theme is
borrowed from the tenth skandha of the Bhagavata.
The story is based on certain traditional conceptions
prevalent in the Hindu society in olden days. Among
them, the stealing of the property belonging to a
Brahmin is considered as a sin. This may not be
appealing to the modern readers. But the greatness
of charity will be appealing to all. Further it is
noted that one has to guard oneself against self -
conceit. The quality of Niga in giving gifts is well
established. But he was conceited. He is mrse_l.‘l‘tn
become a chameleon and regain his original position
which helps him to visualise the God.

1  P.K. Narayanan Nampiar, Mantriikam, Kerala Sahitya
Akedemi, Trichur, 1980, PP.153 - 161 (in Malayalam

script)
2  Trivandrum Sanekrit Series no. 173, Trivandrom, 1953
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(15) Gajendramoksa '

This story based on Bhagavata is available in
three versions - all of which are published here.

King Indradyumna of the Pindya kingdom is
cursed to became an elephant. At last Visnu comes
to his rescue and as a result he is saved from the
curse. The story is dealt with by the author in his
Mardyaniya also.

(16) Santinagopila 2

This again is based on the Bhigavata story. It
consists of eleven stanzas and three prosc passages.
The pride of Arjuna as foremost among the brave
is subdued by Lord Krsna, Arjuna fails to save the
sons of a Brahmin who disappear soon after their
birth. Arjuna promises to save them and fails in
his mission. When he is about to commit suicide,
Krsna intervenes and saves his life by presenting the
lost children to the Brahmin who was finding fault
with Arjuna. The work is charming.

(17) Kucelopikhyina >

The Prabandha which extols the glory of Bhakti
consists of 46 stanzas and two prose passages. The
author has treated the story in his Nardyaniya also.
Kucela who studied along with Krsna in the her-
mitage of Sandipani never cared for wealth. Naturally
he found it difficult to manage the household affairs.
At last he sets out to meet Krsna being prompted
by his wife. He is received well and treated warmly.

1  ‘Trivandrum Sanskrit Series no. 249 Trivandrum, 1980
2  Trivandrum Sanskrit Series no. 299, Trivandrom, 1980,
3  Trivandrum Sanskrit Series no. 249, Trivandrom, 1380,
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The Brahmin returns without mentioning the purpose
of his visit. Krsna gladly consumes the cereal taken
to him by his old friend and expresses his satisfaction.
On reaching back to his dwelling, Kucela could not
believe his eyes. In the place of the old hut he sees
a wonderful house with all provisions. The Brahmin
remained a true devotee until the end. This story
in described in beautiful language.

(18) Ajimilamoksh

The Prabandha contains 37 stanzas and 5 prose
passages. The very first stanza hints at the story
referring to the greatness of the four letter hymn
“Nardyana', The story is seen trcated by the same
author in the twenty second decad of Narayaniya
using eleven stanzas.

Ajimila was a simple person who never cared
for devotion to .god. He was given to worldly
pleasures. Maturally towards the end of his life he
had to suffer much. His condition was pitiable.
When the messengers of the god of death appeared
he wailed for help calling ‘Nérdyaga’ his son. The
god intervened and helped him to reach heaven. The
poet concludes the work with a statement that the
devotee of Vispu will not be harmed even in dreams.
A little devotion is enough to save one from the
consequences of a sinful life.

(19} Srmuauml:ﬁ

The episode of Syamantaka jewel descnibed by
the author in the 80th Dafaka of his Nariyaniya is

1  Trivandrum Sanskrit Series No.249, Trivandrum, 1930.
2 P.K. Marayanan Nampiar, Mantrinkam, Trichur, 1980,
pp.162-166 (in Malayalam script).



Ix FENESALL

presented here in details in the form of a Prabandha.
Cakyars of Kerala narrate the story on the 39th day
of Mantrinkam. The story of Krsna's marriage with
the daughter of Satrdjit is narrated here, Syamantaka
is a precious jewel. Once Krsna begged for it and
was promptly refused by Satrdjit. The younger
brother of Satrijit named Prasena happened to go
on a hunt carrying the jewel on his body. A lion
killed him and later a monkey took away the jewel
from the body of Prasena. Since Prasena's body was
recovered and the jewel was missing people began
to accuse Krsna as the culprit who killed Prasena
to obtain the jewel. In order to save his image,
Krspa went to the forest and soon recovered the
jewel which the returned to Satrdjit. The latter was
convinced that Krsna is innocent and decides to give
away his daughter in marriage to the latter. The
story thus ends in a happy note.

(20) Sirpapakhapraliph

The theme is drawn from the Aranyakdnda of
the Rdmiyana. Laksmana cuts of the nose and ear
of Surpapakhd. She approaches her brother Khara
who in turn attacks Rama and Laksmana with a for-
midable army. Rdma not only destroys the army but
also kills Khara in the encounter. Seeing the disaster
of her brother, Sirpankhd mushes to the side of
Rivana living in Lafnkd. Deprived of her nose
Sarpanakhd narrates the incidents to Ravana using
words without nasal sounds.

The Prabandha containing fine stanzas in the
§arddilavikridita metre and prose passages is skill-
fully written by Melputtir without using the nasal
vowels or consonants. It is believed that it was

1  Trivandrum Sanskrit Series No.225, Trivandrum, 1970
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written at the request of Ravinartaka to be used on
the Kerala stage.

According to a story Ravinartaka used to explain
the theme in Malayalam without using the nasal
vowels or alphabets. The word ‘bhujdh’ used by
Nérfyanabhatta in the feminine gender instead of
the natural use as ‘bhujin’ is explained by Cakyir
as hands bereft of masculine power or quality. This
kind of explanation drew praise from the author of
the original who rushed to compliment the artist.
This is a uniqgue work in the whole range of literature
and hence it is popularly referred to as
“Niranunasikaprabandha’,

(21) Réksasotpatfi

Before proceeding to describe the Rimdyanpa
story, Cikyirs narrate the episode of the origin of
demons from the eighth day onwards. It consists of
90 stanzas and 6 prose passages. It profusely quotes
from other works dealing with the theme under
reference. The story concludes with the description
of the powers of Ravana who subdues all the worlds.
The theme begins with origin of the two demons
Praheti and Heti. The former led a pious life and
lived in hermitages. The latter married the sister of
Kila (Yama). Thus the story of demons is treated
from early days upto the powerful times of Ravana.

(22) Daksayigh

The Prabandha contains 79 stanzas and several
prose passages. The destruction of the sacrifice of
Daksa by the attendants of Siva forms the story.

1 PK MNarayanan Nampiar, Mantrifnkam, Trichur, 1980
pp- 175-188 (in Malayalam script
2  Trivandrum Sanskrit Series No.249
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Daksa offends Siva by not inviting him for the
sacrifice. Sati, the wife of Siva seeks his permission
to attend on the sacrifice even though there was no
invitation. But Daksa spurns his own daughter from
the sacrificial venue and she wants to commit suicide.
Hearing all these incidents Siva despatches his
attendants who kill Daksa. Later he is restored to
life.

(23) Tripuradahank

This Prabandha is narrated on the sixth day of
Mantrinkam perfomance in Kerala temples. It is a
very short work consisting of just 12 stanzas and a
prose passage. The famous story of Siva's destruction
of the Tripuras — the three demons, is described
here, Siva performs the act at the request of the

gods. He had to use the services of several forces
to achieve the end.

(24) Tirakavadhi

The Prabandha is not available in full. Only the
first five stanzas and a prose passage is available at

nt. The story is that of the Kumdérasambhava
of Kiliddsa. The aunthor has composed the work
based on the poem of Kilidisa. This is evident from
the available portion.

(25) Astamimahotsavi

This consists of 41 stanzas interspersed with
prose passage. The story or theme is the narration

1 P.E. Narayanan Nampiar op.cit. pp.151-152 (in Malayalam
script)

2 P.K. Narayanan Mampiar, op.cit. p.201

3  Trivandruom Sanskrit Series No.249.
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of a festival in the Siva temple at Vaikom in Kerala.
The temple is referred to as Vylghrapurifaksetra in
Sanskrit by the poets of Kerala. The grandeur of
the annual festival conducted on the eighth lunar
day is well brought out by the author. The work
brings to light the regular features of temple festival
in Kerala.

(26) Svahasudhikara’

The story of moon's love for Svihd, the wife
of Agni is dealt with in this beautiful work. It is
not known whether it was used by Cakyirs for
performance on stage.

The theme is very interesting and ingeneously
conceived by the poet who reveals his name as
Nirayana - the Brahmin. In the story Agni, his wife
Svihi and Sudhidkara - the moon form the characters.
The moon (Sudhdkara) falls in love with Svihi, the
wife of Agni. Sudhikara happens to be swallowed
by Svdha and Agni respectively. In fact Agni conceals
his wife in his belly and Sudhikara happens to be
in the belley of Svihi. Agni keeps her concealed in
his belly and takes out only at the time of performing
daily rituals. It is at that time that Sviha keeps
Sudhikara within her belly so that she could enjoy
with him without the knowledge of her husband. So
when Agni swallows Svdhd, the moon also is
swallowed without his knowledge. The stars who are
the consorts of the moon become worried without
knowing the whereabouts of their lord — the moon.
The gods too are worried since in the absence of
‘moon they could not obtain the nectar, It is in order
to help them that Vispu intervenes to save the moon.

1 EKavyamdli, TV, WNimayasagar Press, Bombay, 1887,
pp-52-88. '
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The author gqualifies the work as a ‘drutakavana’ —

a work composed all on a sudden without a
preplanned theme. Anyway it is an interesting work.

(27) Kotiviraha'

The Kotiviraha is also called the
Srhgaraketucarita. It is a lyrical poem in 107 verses
describing the love in separation of Sfigéraketu and
Srngiracandrikd. The work is modelled on the
Kotivaviraha (in Malayalam) generally ascribed to
Mahisamangalam MNarayanan Namputiri. The hero,
Srigaraketu is a Brahmin who falls in love with the
heroine, Srigéracandrikd. They meet with each other
in a temple of goddess Kityiyani and later they are
married; while enjoying the conjugal pleasure the
heroine in a dream sees the hero enjoying the
company of another lady. She thinks the dream to
be real and as a result throws out her husband from
her residence. Later realising the folly she repents
and suffers the pangs of separation. During a rainy
night they happen to meet each other and unite
again in conjuogal bliss. ¥
: The works of Melputtir Nardyapabhatta belong
to several fields. The all round excellence of his
poetical composition are summarised in his own
words in his Agtamicampi as follows:

HAE=THITHE HUiE T TeERaeuT-

RIS SToT eyt He et |
RT3 JguaTRI=rT CwraT
W B EE] WS qu: Sea

1 Kdvyamili, Part V. Bombay 1888, pp.142-157
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